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Applicants hereby petition the Commissioner to make the above-identified 
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that all claims are not directed to a single invention, Applicant will make an 
election without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of special status. 
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(C) A pre-examination search has been conducted. 

The search was directed to the invention set forth in claims 1-10. As set 
forth in claim 1, the invention is related to a performance information monitoring 
method using computers, comprising the steps of: accepting information on a 
group relating to a first computer in the first computer; storing said accepted 
group information in a storage in the first computer; accepting performance 
information from a second computer in the first computer; comparing 
performance information of the second computer previously stored in a storage 
with the performance information received from the second computer in the first 
computer; judging whether or not said second computer is included in the 
information of said group when finding a difference between the performance 
information in the comparison result; and transmitting an instruction to the 
computer included in said group information to change a performance 
information collection interval according to said judgment result. 

The search of the above features was conducted in the following areas: 
class 370, subclasses 229-231 , 236, 389, 412, 414 and 444 class 709, 
subclasses 207, 213, 232-235, 250, class 710, subclass 6, 29, 52-57 and 60, and 
class 71 1 , subclass 100, 111-114, 151 and 154-158. 

Additionally, a computer database search was conducted on the USPTO 
system EAST. 

(D) The following is a list of the references deemed most closely related to 
the subject matter encompassed by the claims: 
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U.S. Patent Number 


Inventors 


5,210,829 


BITNER 


5,390,299 


REGE et al. 


5,740,468 


HIROSE 


6,212,582 


CHONG et al. 


6,219,728 


XXI K 1 

YIN 


6,275,896 


KOJIMA 


6,715,007 


WILLIAMS et al. 


6,851,000 


LAI 


U.S. Patent Publication No. 


Inventor(s) 


2002/0103969 


KOIZUMI et al. 



2003/0 1 088085 AR AKA W A et al . 

A copy of each of these references (as well as other references uncovered 
during the search) is enclosed in an accompanying IDS. 

(E) It is submitted that the present invention is patentable over the 
references for the following reasons. 

It is submitted that the cited references, whether considered alone or in 
combination, fail to disclose or suggest the invention as claimed. In particular, 
the cited references, at a minimum, fail to disclose or suggest judging whether or 
not a second computer is included in the information of a group when finding a 
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difference between the performance information in a comparison result, and 
transmitting an instruction to the computer included in said group information to 
change a performance information collection interval according to said judgment 
result, and/or displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name 
of a volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the 
basis of information acquired from said second computer, and/or receiving 
information about a use state of the volume managed by said second computer 
from said second computer, and/or displaying as highlighted the volume name of 
the volume when the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to 
said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined conditions, and/or detecting 
an occurrence of an input or output to or from a disk and transmits an instruction 
to change a data collection interval according to a detection result of said 
input/output occurrence. 

All of the independent claims recite at least one of these features or this 
feature, if there is only one. In particular, independent claim 1 recites comparing 
performance information of the second computer previously stored in a storage 
with the performance information received from the second computer in the first 
computer, judging whether or not said second computer is included in the 
information of said group when finding a difference between the performance 
information in the comparison result, and transmitting an instruction to the 
computer included in said group information to change a performance 
information collection interval according to said judgment result. Independent 
claim 3 recites displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name 
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of a volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the 
basis of information acquired from said second computer, receiving information 
about a use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said 
second computer, and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume 
when the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said 
displayed volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. Independent claim 5 
recites a process for displaying a host name of a second computer a volume 
name of a volume managed by said second computer on the basis of information 
acquired from the second computer, a process for judging whether or not the 
information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions, and a process for changing a 
display of the volume name corresponding to the volume according to said 
judgment result. Independent claim 7 recites detects an occurrence of an input 
or output to or from a disk and transmits an instruction to change a data 
collection interval according to a detection result of said input/output occurrence. 
Independent claim 10 recites means for displaying a host name of a second 
computer and a volume name of a volume managed by said second computer on 
the basis of information acquired from the second computer, and means for 
highlightedly displaying the volume name corresponding to the volume when the 
information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 
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The references considered most closely related to the claimed invention 
are briefly discussed below: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,210,829 (Bitner) discloses a tape drive with a buffer 
which is used to temporarily store information transferred between a host 
computer and the tape drive, in which the buffer may have an adjustable 
watermark. The streaming tape includes a tape drive controller with an electronic 
buffer. The buffer temporarily stores data that is being transferred between a 
host computer and a tape. During a write transaction, in which the host computer 
sends data to the tape for storage, the buffer receives that data sent over the 
system bus by the host computer, and it temporarily stores the data until the tape 
mechanism has ramped up to its write velocity. The buffer has an adjustable 
watermark which determines the level of data that must be present in the buffer 
before the mechanical assembly of the tape drive will begin to ramp the tape up 
to its write velocity. When the write velocity is achieved, the data in the buffer is 
transferred onto the tape, and the buffer is emptied so that it may receive 
additional data. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 4, line 41 , through column 5, 
line 51 .) However, unlike the present invention, Bitner does not disclose, at a 
minimum, a screen displaying method using a first computer, comprising the 
steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name of a 
volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the basis of 
information acquired from said second computer; receiving information about a 
use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said second 
computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume when 
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the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,390,299 (Rege et al.) discloses a communication 
interface adapter employing buffer memory in the transfer of data packets 
between a data network and a host computer. The system includes a network 
adapter including a packet buffer memory coupled to the network to store data 
packets received from the network, means for transferring the data packets from 
the packet buffer memory to the host computer and means for notifying the host 
computer when the occupancy of the packet buffer memory exceeds a threshold 
value. The means for notifying includes a means for setting an average 
threshold exceeded bit in a data word associated with one of said data packets to 
be delivered to the host computer, the average threshold being a predetermined 
average fullness level of the packet buffer memory, and a means for setting an 
instantaneous threshold exceeded bit in a data word associated with one of the 
data packets to be delivered to the host computer, the instantaneous threshold 
being a predetermined instantaneous fullness level of the packet buffer memory. 
When the buffer memory has insufficient free space to store an incoming packet, 
the packet is discarded. The network adapter keeps a count of the number of 
discarded packets. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 1 , line 62, through column 2, 
line 28.) However, unlike the present invention, Rege et al. does not disclose, at 
a minimum, a screen displaying method using a first computer, comprising the 
steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name of a 
volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the basis of 
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information acquired from said second computer; receiving information about a 
use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said second 
computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume when 
the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,740,468 (Hirose) discloses data transferring buffer 
circuits for data exchange enabling data transfer between a great number of 
processors using data transferring buffer circuits for data exchange suitable for 
data transfer between processors by a relatively small number of buffers with 
relatively simple control processors. The buffer circuits includes: a plurality of 
buffers corresponding to the plurality of data sources, independently receiving 
and storing data sent from the plurality of data sources; a buffer limit signal 
generating circuit for delivering a buffer limit signal when the amount of data 
stored in the buffer reaches a predetermined limit; a data read signal generating 
circuit for selecting one of the buffers and generating a data reading signal for the 
selected buffer based on the remaining data amount and information concerning 
the vacancy of the buffer to which data is to be supplied; and a selected data 
delivery circuit for adopting data selected by the data read signal generating 
circuit and delivering the adopted data. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 1 , line 
43 through column 2, line 25, and column 7, lines 22-33.) However, unlike the 
present invention, Hirose does not disclose, at a minimum, a screen displaying 
method using a first computer, comprising the steps of: displaying a host name of 
a second computer and a volume name of a volume managed by said second 
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computer on said first computer on the basis of information acquired from said 
second computer; receiving information about a use state of the volume 
managed by said second computer from said second computer; and displaying 
as highlighted the volume name of the volume when the information of the use 
state of the volume corresponding to said displayed volume name satisfies 
predetermined conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,212,582 (Chong et al.) discloses a method for 
controlling data packet traffic flow over a bus interconnecting two or more nodes 
in a data communication system, each node having a unique address with it and 
having a respective buffer memory for temporarily holding incoming data 
communicated, each node further being capable of multicast sending of data 
packets over the bus to one or more nodes having respective addresses logically 
associated with a unique address. The method comprises checking current 
available buffer memory occupancy upon receipt of a data packet, the node 
being capable of outputting for transmission on the bus a first flow control 
indicator message when the data temporarily stored in the buffer memory is 
above a first buffer occupancy threshold associated with data of a first priority 
type, and a second flow control indicator message when the data temporarily 
stored in the buffer memory is above a second buffer occupancy threshold, the 
second buffer occupancy threshold being greater than the first occupancy 
threshold. The system implements a logical flow control to prevent the 
transmission of data packet traffic of the first priority from one or more sending 
nodes to two or more received nodes logically associated with the outputting 
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node at the priority in response to receipt of the first flow control indicator 
message, and implements physical logical flow control to prevent transmission of 
data packets at any traffic priority in response to the second flow control indicator 
message. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 2, line 65, through column 3, line 29.) 
However, unlike the present invention, Chong et al. does not disclose, at a 
minimum, a screen displaying method using a first computer, comprising the 
steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name of a 
volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the basis of 
information acquired from said second computer; receiving information about a 
use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said second 
computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume when 
the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,219,728 (Yin) discloses a method and apparatus for 
allocating shared memory resources and discarding incoming data as necessary. 
Adaptive thresholds are provided for each individual queue or port. The adaptive 
thresholds are adjusted in response to changes in the overall usage of the 
shared memory resources. As memory usage increases, each threshold value is 
lowered. When memory usage decreases, each threshold value is increased. 
The apparatus also includes a system for allocating shared memory resources 
among a plurality of queues. The shared memory resources are monitored to 
determine a number of available memory buffers in the shared memory. 
Threshold values are generated for each queue indicating the number of data 
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cells to be stored in the associated queue. The threshold values are updated in 
response to changes in the number of available memory buffers. The apparatus 
also performs a comparison of the threshold value with the queue usage to 
determine whether to accept or discard incoming data cells destined for the 
queue. The apparatus adjusts the threshold values by increasing the threshold 
value in response to increased available memory and decreasing the threshold 
value in response to decreased available memory. (See, e.g., Abstract and 
column 2, lines 27-54.) However, unlike the present invention, Yin does not 
disclose, at a minimum, a screen displaying method using a first computer, 
comprising the steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer and a 
volume name of a volume managed by said second computer on said first 
computer on the basis of information acquired from said second computer; 
receiving information about a use state of the volume managed by said second 
computer from said second computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume 
name of the volume when the information of the use state of the volume 
corresponding to said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined 
conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,275,896 (Kojima) discloses a data transfer apparatus 
for performing fast data transfer between a first storage medium such as a hard 
disk and a second storage medium and a method of the same, and to a data 
input and output controlling apparatus and a method of the same. The data 
transfer apparatus transfers data between a first storage medium and a second 
storage medium capable of non-linear access, comprises a temporary storing 
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means for temporarily storing at least one of data reproduced from the first 
storage medium and data reproduced from the second storage medium; a 
storage state monitoring apparatus for monitoring the state of storage of the 
temporary storing apparatus; and a transfer rate controlling apparatus for 
controlling a transfer rate of at least one of the data reproduced from the first 
storage medium and the data reproduced from the second storage medium 
based on a signal indicating the state of storage input from the storage state 
monitoring apparatus. The method includes storing data in a buffer memory, and 
a threshold value determines how much memory can be stored in the buffer 
memory. Based on the threshold value, it is possible to increase or decrease the 
transfer rate when the amount of the data which can be stored exceeds a first 
threshold value, decrease or increase the transfer rate when the amount of the 
data which can be stored exceeds a second threshold value, and keep the 
transfer rate unchanged when the amount of the data which can be stored is 
between the first threshold and the second threshold. (See, e.g., Abstract and 
column 7, lines 50-59.) However, unlike the present invention, Kojima does not 
disclose, at a minimum, a screen displaying method using a first computer, 
comprising the steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer and a 
volume name of a volume managed by said second computer on said first 
computer on the basis of information acquired from said second computer; 
receiving information about a use state of the volume managed by said second 
computer from said second computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume 
name of the volume when the information of the use state of the volume 
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corresponding to said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined 
conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,715,007 (Williams et al.) discloses a communication 
system in which flow of data that is regulated. A data rate is established in each 
of the data sources and data receivers. The data is transmitted by the data 
source and written into a buffer at the source data rate, and then the data is read 
from the buffer and transmitted to the data receiver at the receiver data rate. The 
level of data in the buffer is monitored, and a rate control signal is dispatched to 
either the data source or the receiver when it is determined that the buffer data 
level is increasing or decreasing while at a lower or upper data level threshold. 
Subsequently, either the source or receiver data rate is adjusted in response to 
the rate control signal. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 2, lines 8-30.) However, 
unlike the present invention, Williams et al. does not disclose, at a minimum, a 
screen displaying method using a first computer, comprising the steps of: 
displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name of a volume 
managed by said second computer on said first computer on the basis of 
information acquired from said second computer; receiving information about a 
use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said second 
computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume when 
the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,851,000 (Lai) discloses method and apparatus of flow 
control management of data packets in a switch. The method has steps of 
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determining each time data is being written to memory in order to calculate a 
memory used amount; determining each time data is being freed from the 
memory in order to calculate a memory freed amount; and calculating how much 
total memory is being used using the memory freed amount and the memory 
used amount. A comparison is made by comparing the total memory being used 
to a first predetermined threshold. When the first predetermined threshold is 
reached, a first predetermined threshold command is issued indicating that the 
first predetermined threshold has been reached. (See, e.g., Abstract and column 
2, line 19, through column 3, line 27.) However, unlike the present invention, Lai 
does not disclose, at a minimum, a screen displaying method using a first 
computer, comprising the steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer 
and a volume name of a volume managed by said second computer on said first 
computer on the basis of information acquired from said second computer; 
receiving information about a use state of the volume managed by said second 
computer from said second computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume 
name of the volume when the information of the use state of the volume 
corresponding to said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined 
conditions. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0103969 (Koizumi et al.) discloses a 
system and method for operating a data storage system in which the 
performance of the data storage system is maintained at or above a specified 
level during use of the data storage system. The data storage system is 
provided with a performance monitor for monitoring operational status of the data 
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storage system and for receiving input data to define the required data storage 
system performance. The system sets performance requirement parameters for 
various elements such like device busy rate, data transfer speed or other 
parameters that define storage performance. As the performance monitor 
monitors actual storage performance variables, if it detects a drop in the storage 
performance in a specific logical device or the entire data storage system, data is 
moved within the storage system so that the load is distributed appropriately to 
bring actual performance in line with the performance specification. (See, e.g., 
Abstract and paragraphs 11-13.) However, unlike the present invention, Koizumi 
et al. does not disclose, at a minimum, a screen displaying method using a first 
computer, comprising the steps of: displaying a host name of a second computer 
and a volume name of a volume managed by said second computer on said first 
computer on the basis of information acquired from said second computer; 
receiving information about a use state of the volume managed by said second 
computer from said second computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume 
name of the volume when the information of the use state of the volume 
corresponding to said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined 
conditions. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0188085 (Arakawa et al.) discloses a 
storage system and a control method for the storage system, in which a plurality 
of storage system nodes is made operable as a single storage system. The 
clustered storage system that is operable as a single storage system includes a 
process to allow the system administrator or the user to correlate data, 
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particularly logical volume, stored and used in the clustered storage system with 
a node that processes the data and to manage such data. The clustered storage 
system in which a plurality of storage systems operates as a single storage 
system includes: a process that obtains the configuration of resources, as well as 
at least one of resource size used and resource usage load, of the storage 
system used in processing data that the storage system has and that is stored in 
the storage system; a process that presents the relations between address 
information which is provided by the clustered storage system and resource 
information of each storage system to a computer that uses the data, and a 
process that presents resource information based on such relations. The control 
method for a clustered storage system in which a plurality of storage systems 
operates as a single storage system includes the steps of: obtaining the 
configuration of resources, as well as at least one of resource size used and 
resource usage load, of the storage system used in processing data that the 
storage system has and that is stored in the storage system; presenting the 
relations between address information which is provided by the clustered storage 
system and resource information of each storage system to a computer; 
presenting resource information based on such relations; and relocating the data 
among the storage systems without having to cease the use of the data by the 
computer. The clustered storage system according further comprises a process 
that notifies a warning when at least one of a resource size used, a resource 
usage load and a processing load in each of the storage systems exceeds a 
specified threshold value. (See, e.g., Abstract and paragraphs 15-20.) However, 
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unlike the present invention, Arakawa et al. does not disclose, at a minimum, a 
screen displaying method using a first computer, comprising the steps of: 
displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name of a volume 
managed by said second computer on said first computer on the basis of 
information acquired from said second computer; receiving information about a 
use state of the volume managed by said second computer from said second 
computer; and displaying as highlighted the volume name of the volume when 
the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to said displayed 
volume name satisfies predetermined conditions. 

Therefore, since the references fail to disclose judging whether or not a 
second computer is included in the information of a group when finding a 
difference between the performance information in a comparison result, and 
transmitting an instruction to the computer included in said group information to 
change a performance information collection interval according to said judgment 
result, and/or displaying a host name of a second computer and a volume name 
of a volume managed by said second computer on said first computer on the 
basis of information acquired from said second computer, and/or receiving 
information about a use state of the volume managed by said second computer 
from said second computer, and/or displaying as highlighted the volume name of 
the volume when the information of the use state of the volume corresponding to 
said displayed volume name satisfies predetermined conditions, and/or detecting 
an occurrence of an input or output to or from a disk and transmits an instruction 
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to change a data collection interval according to a detection result of said 
input/output occurrence, it is submitted that all of the claims are patentable over 
the cited references. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant has conducted what it believes to be a reasonable search, but 
makes no representation that "better" or more relevant prior art does not exist. 
The Patent Office is urged to conduct its own complete search of the prior art, 
and to thoroughly examine this application in view of the prior art cited herein and 
any other prior art that the Patent Office may locate in its own independent 
search. Further, while Applicant has identified in good faith certain portions of 
each of the references listed herein in order to provide the requisite detailed 
discussion of how the claimed subject matter is patentable over the references, 
the Patent Office should not limit its review to the identified portions but rather, is 
urged to review and consider the entirety of each reference, and not to rely solely 
on the identified portions when examining this application. 
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In view of the foregoing, Applicant requests that this Petition to Make 
Special be granted and that the application undergo the accelerated examination 
procedure set forth in MPEP 708.02 VIII. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MATTINGLY, STANGER, MALUR & BRUNDIDGE, P.C. 




Frederick D. Bailey 
Registration No. 42,282 



FDB/sdb 
(703) 684-1120 
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